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The history of the Auxiliary parallels the history of the postal unions.  The oldest Auxiliary of record, the Women's Auxiliary to the National Federation of Post Office Clerks (NFPOC) was organized in Memphis, Tennessee on Labor Day of 1917.  Relatives of post office clerks organized three local Auxiliaries (Chicago, Memphis and San Francisco) to form the national organization.  With almost unbearable working conditions existing at the time, and with an ever increasing cost of living, the object of the Auxiliary to the NFPOC was to bring together women interested in the efforts of the NFPOC to secure better working conditions, to extend a knowledge of desired remedial legislation, to render effective aid in securing passage of remedial legislation, and to support workers generally in their efforts to secure a higher standard of living.  This organization was later merged into The United Federation of Postal Clerks Auxiliary.


The Auxiliary, as we know it today, came into being through a series of mergers of specialized craft unions. As the unions merged, their respective Auxiliaries also merged.  The last merger occurred on March 3, 1971 when five postal unions merged to form the American Postal Workers Union, AFL-CIO.  The five merging unions were: the United Federation of Postal Clerks, the National Association of Post Office and General Services Maintenance Employees, the National Federation of Post Office Motor Vehicle Employees, the National Association of Special Delivery Messengers, and the National Postal Union.  Their Auxiliary merger was completed by Jan. 1, 1972.


Most of the forerunner Auxiliaries which make up the Auxiliary to the American Postal Workers Union, AFL-CIO were organized and active for many, many years prior to the merger.  The Auxiliary members followed many of the same programs and carried out many of the same projects that we continue today.


Records for some of the forerunner Auxiliaries are incomplete.  For instance, we can't ascertain from the records the original date of organization of some of the Auxiliaries.  Because there is a keen interest on the part of our present members for the roots of our organization, a booklet detailing the history of the forerunner Auxiliaries has been compiled from the existing records.  A copy of this history can be obtained from the National Auxiliary Secretary.  


At the time of the merger in 1972 the total membership stood at 5,598.  There were 424 state and local Auxiliaries with 5,175 members and 423 MALs.  The first convention after the merger was held in 1972 in New Orleans.  Mrs. Victor (Maggie) Reimann was elected as the first President.  Since the merger, the Auxiliary has become increasingly more inclusive and more democratic.  For instance, more men participate on all levels of the Auxiliary.  The Auxiliary has adopted progressive programs such as Labor History Education, Two-Can-Do, and the Auxiliary Nilan Continuing Education Scholarship.  The Auxiliary logo has been updated.  The Auxiliary underwent redistricting twice – reducing the board from 26 to 13 members, and then reducing it again from 13 to 11.

We have been challenged many times in all these years and there have been many changes.  We have built on the wisdom and experiences of those who have gone before us.    Our rich history is a testament to our abilities and determination.  
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